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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ELEMENTARY 
POLITICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN. 


By Miss ISABEL GWYNNE. 


(Originally read before the Members of the Liberal Officials 
Union. ) 


SPEAKING as a member of the Women’s Liberal Association 
for South Kensington, I think I may say that when we first 
started our association, a good many of us laid more stress 
on the proposed educational work of the association than 
on our own problematical acquisition of political power, such 
as is possessed and exercised by the associations of men. 

We did not much desire to take part in the political party 
wire-pulling of the borough; still less did we wish to offer 
any wires of ours to be pulled by the existing associations ; 
but we did especially aspire to be the means of rousing the 
working women and the idle women of South Kensington 
alike to a sense of their duties and responsibilities as citizens; 
and, that done, to direct their awakened interest and 
intelligence towards Liberalism. 

In venturing these preliminary remarks, it must be clearly 
understood that I (like the TZ¥mes!) wish to make no 
charges! 1 simply suggest dangers into which women’s 
political associations might be apt to run, were they not to 
address themselves to work which is rather the complement 
of than identical with that undertaken by the men’s organisa- 
tions. Indeed, until we have, as they have, the Parlia- 
mentary franchise at our backs, we cannot hope to share 
with them their direct political power ; and should, therefore, 
it seems to me, meantime, satisfy our Liberal souls by making 
ourselves useful to our party and our country, chiefly in the 
more laborious but perhaps purer sphere of the primary 
political education of women. 

This, I take it, is (or was) the main object of Women’s 
Liberal Associations. But, as yet, we in South Kensington, 
at least, have not, I fear, done much serious educational 
work. We thought ourselves very clever and energetic last 
season for holding a ward meeting in each of our six wards, 
and a couple of big meetings in the Town Hall. Of the six 
ward meetings, three were Irish, pure and simple : one was on 
“Law and Liberty,” with a strong flavour of Home Rule 
about it; one, on “ The Strength of Union,” which, Liberal- 
Unionist as it sounds, probably owed its strongest illustration 
to the success of the Irish Land and National Leagues! The 
last was on “ Women’s Suffrage.” In all these meetings we 
were constrained, in our anxiety to draw, to give up more 

than half the time to innocent amusements of various sorts, 
owing to which we flatter ourselves that our meetings were 
popular at any rate, if not very instructive. But I almost 


fancy that if we had altogether omitted the lecture from the 
rogramme their popularity might have been even more 
incontestable. 

The public meetings were necessarily on the questions of 
the day—the Irish question,” and “the right of public 
meeting ”—and were, of course, rather stimulating than 
educational, and these eight meetings pretty well exhausted 
our funds. Thus, in aspiring to do the good of primary 
political education for our merabers, we reckoned without 
the all-absorbing Irish question, and, I think, hardly realised 
the amount of laborious organisation that would be necessary 
before we could set on foot any such great undertaking. 

In this work we have many difficulties to cope with. There 
is the physical exhaustion and the mental apathy which are 
almost equally the result of two very different modes of life— 
the life of toil and the life led by so many ladies, which 1s 
variously called “ the life of pleasure ” and “ the life of social 
duties!” We also have against us that hereditary tendency 
among women of all classes to absorb all their faculties and 
energies and affections in the family circle—in petty domes- 
ticities—which has been so much belauded in prose and 
verse by men in general, and which is still so much admired 
by the surviving good old Tory, as “ truly womanly.” We 
have, too, in the middle-aged woman of the working classes, to 
combat an apparently invisible ignorance of history, ancient 
and modern, and a calm abdication of all possible personal 
interest in the affairs of the nation, in favour of the more 
capable male, who, she fondly imagines, will “see after all that 
himself, without her interference ;” while, for the young women, 
the all-devouring necessity of earning their own living fights 
against us on the one hand, and the irresistible craving for 
lawn tennis and private theatricals—not to mention shopping— 
on the other! And last, and as I think least, though 
constant and often paralysing, there is the money difficulty, 
Taken altogether, this is a formidable array of difficulties, 
and yet, if we are to justify our corporate existence, we must 
meet them bravely, and do all that may become women to 
conquer them. - 

A very clever woman, with whom I worked as hon sec. 
for a district, she being general secretary of the association, 
which was non-political, once, on my expressing my preference 
for doing a large job single handed, rather than seeking help . 
from people who might, in their inexperience or carelessness, 
give me more trouble than help, said to me, “If you want to 
get people to take a real interest in the association you 
must get them to work with you.” I saw then that she was 
right, and I have seen it more and more distinctly ever since; 
and it is in this fact of human nature that I see the solution 


of our problem of how best to set about the political edue— 


cation of our members. Se 
(Zo be continued.) a 
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THE, WOMEN:S. LIBERAL. MOVEMENT IN 
....  ~.. EBINBURGH WEST. 
“A preliminary private meeting of ladies favourable to the 
formation of a Women’s Liberal Association in the West 
Division of Edinburgh, was held in 5, St. Andrew Square, on 


the afternoon of Monday, the 18ttFeb., Mr. T. R. Buchanan, 
the M.P. for the division, presiding. fe was an attendance 


of about 60, and apologies for absence were read from Lady . 


Rosebery: Mrs. Nichol, Mrs. Barbour, and several other 
adies. 

The Chairman alluded to the good work which had been done by 
similar associations throughout England, and to the concessions 
which had been made to women all along the line. Now that votes 
had been given to them for municipal, poor-board, school-board, an 
latest of all, county council elections, he thought the time h 
arrived when the Parliamentary franchise should no longer be with- 
held, In order that women might edacate themselves to a proper 
use of the vote, and tabe their share in the gp of Liberal 
principles, and in the furtherance of the Liberal programme, many 
items in which have a special interest for their sex, he thought that 
the formation of a women’s organisation would be of great use, 

The of the Liberal Association stated that the matter 
had first of all been brought before the executive committee of that 
body, and a sub-committee had been appointed by them to consider 
the subject. This committee, after making wide-spread inquiries, 

rted, heartily approving of the proposal. his report was 
opted, and the committee instructed to give every possible 
assistance in the formation of a Women’s Liberal Association. The 
secretary enumerated the reasons why, in the opinion of the sub- 
committee, such a step was desirable, and explained that the object 
of the association would be to promote Liberal legislation and ad- 
ministration in connection with all political and social questions, and 
rtioularly those affecting the interests of women and children, and 
for that purpose to unite the influence of women at Parliamentary 
and local elections. ‘The work would include the spreading of infor- 
mation upon political subjects, by means of meetings, and the distri- 
bution of literature, and also the stirring up of a healthy interest in 
these questions, but that all undue influence shall be strictly avoided. 
The latter point must be rigidly adhered to, as the methods of the 
Primrose League are abhorrent to all good Liberals. 

A letter was read from Lady Aberdcen, warmly sympathising 
with the movement, especially as it was simultaneous with a similar 
action by the ladies of the West of Scotland. 

Mrs. Gilbert 


done in GI 


Women’s Liberal Association for the West Division of Edinburgh.” 
She rejoiced that women, owing very much to the agitation on the 
Irish question, had awakened to a sense of their public duty, and 
she hoped that the alertness would continue until they could press for 
the reforms they had at heart by the constitution 


method of the 
franchise. 


Miss seconded, and general discussion followed. 
It was agreed that though the work of the association should be 
chiefly confined to the West Division, the membership should be 
drawn from all quarters of the city. Many other points were con- 
sidered, and the motion was unanimously carried. 

On the motion of Mrs. , seconded by Miss Lovell, a 
large and influential committee, with ‘power to add to their number, 
was appointed to confer with the sub-committee of the West Liberal 
Association for the purpose of drawing up a constitution and making 
the necessary arrangements. Mrs, Lang Todd, 16, Great Stuart 
Street, was elected interim secretary. 

It was agreed that this committee should report to a public meeting 
to be held on the 9th March, when Lady Aberdeen has kindly con- 
sented to be present and give an address, The movement has been 
warmly taken up by the women of Edinburgh, and it is hoped that 
much good ‘work may be done. At the close of the meeting many 
of those present volunteered to get signatures to the National Anti- 
Coercion Protest. 


NOTES FROM GIRTON. 


Girton College has been founded now for nineteen years, 
and each yeat the students have steadily increased in 
number. The last addition to the College—a new wing, 
built throngh the generosity of the late Miss Gamble—was 
finished last year, and nearly all the new rooms are occupied 
this term. There are ninety-four students in residence. 
With-“One or two exceptions, these are all reading for 
honours. Classics and mathematics seem to be the favourite 
subjects of stady; but many take natural science, history, 
and modern languages, and a few read moral science. 
Inetroction by lectures and coaching is given in the College 
by Cambridge men, and by the resident lecturers, of whom 
there are five—all former students. The College staff con- 
sists of mistress, vice-mistress, who also acts as librarian, 
and five lecturers. Lectures are also attended in Cambridge 
principally on’ natural science and history. Students and 
many of the former spend the greater part of the day 
working in Cambridge at the laboratories and museums. 
Many students read at the University library, and many also 
attend the practices of the Usiversity Musical Society. The 
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the variety of occupation. 


Beith was present, and explained what was being 
Ow. 
Miss Taian Stevenson moved: “ That it is desirable to form a 


March 2, 1889. 
results of the last tripos examinations were very satisfactory. 
In one or! other of the triposes, six students obtained first. 
classes and twelve second-classes out of ‘twenty-five sent in. 
Progtess is tested every year by college examinations or 
“mags” held‘in December, March, and Jutie—the papers 
taken being those set by various colleges in Cambridge. 

As regards the social life of the college, the clubs and 
societies seem to be in a flourishing condition. When the 
weather is not too wet or windy, tennis is played with great 
vigour, Fort thé last two years Girton has held the Silver 
Chaftenge Cup, playéd for every year by Newnham and 
Girton. The debating society meet two or three times a 


term, and once a year an inter-collegiate debate with 


Newnham is held. 


Another debating club,. the musical society, and clubs 
connected with each tripos swell the list of societies. A 


sewing party meets weekly to work for the Women’s Univer- 
sity Settlement at Southwark. A choir practice in connec. 
tion with the Sunday-evening services also takes place 
weekly, and, lastly, the fire brigade continues to be a popular 
institution, and shows great efficiency at weekly practices 
and occasional “ alarms.” 


The college life is anything but monotonous, so great is 
When the sad time comes for 
“going down,” everyone agrees that the three years at 


Girton have passed away far too quickly, and every oppor- 
tunity is taken by old students of revisiting the scenes of 
their former labours. 


FEMALE CIGARETTE MAKERS. 


HearING that a number of young women, employed as 
cigarette makers in Manchester, have been out on strike, our 
representative sought an interview with the Secretary of the 
Manchester Cigarette Makers’ and Tobacco Cutters’ Trade 
Union, for the purpose of obtaining from him a statement of 
the views of the workers affected. The secretary is himself 
the manager of the Antique Cigar Manufactory, a rival 
establishment to the scene of the strike. From the account 
of the interview it will be seen that the evils complained of— 
namely, (1) a lower rate of pay to female workers than is 
given for the same work to male workers; (2) the system of 
search, &c.—could have been, and no doubt at some future 
time will be, successfully dealt with by the union when it is 
strong enough. Our object in publishing. a report of the 
interview is to show the need of further organisation in all 
departments of women’s labour. 

Our representative: You formed in Manchester about 
four or five weeks ago a Cigarette Makers’ and Tobacco 
Cutters’ Trade Union ?—The Secretary: Yes. 

Your union here includes women and girls ?—Yes 

Is the strike confined to one factory in Manchester ?—Yes. 
That of D. B. Muratti, 74, St. James’s Street, Oxford Street. 
But one girl went back and asked for work while the strike 
was on, and after that they all went back. 

Were these girls members of the union ?—Yes, since it 
was first started. 

Is the strike over ?—Yes, all the girls have gone back. 
How long ago is it since they came out on strike ?—Last 
Thursday week. The one went back last Thursday, and the 
rest went hack on Monday. The workpeople thought that 
the Union could not keep the strike on, as they could not 
get any help from the London Society until they had been 
six months affiliated with them. 

How did the strike arise ?—The males got 2s. 6d. per 
thousand and the females 2s. 3d. per thousand, and they 
wanted 3d. advance. In the other cigarette factories, both 
the male and female workers are paid the same price for the 
same work. 

Did the workers ask for the advance, or did Muratti 

try to reduce them ?—They were reduced last summer, and 

they were told that they should be raised when the busy time 

came on, and so they asked for the 3d., and they went on 

me because it was refused them, and it is now their busiest 
ime. 

_ How many cigarettes can they make in a week P—A good 
cigarette maker can turn out about ro or 12 thousand a week, 
but she must have a girl to help her, to make papers for her 
and fill in the tobacco, and the girl cuts the ends off. The 
cigarette maker has to pay the girl from 4s. to 7s, per week. 

What are the young women earning who were out on 
strike ?—They can earn from 15s. to 18s. or even £1, but 
out of this they have to pay a girl, if she is quick about 75., 
if she is not very sharp she only gets 3s. or 4s Those 
who make 12 thousand have to be very quick, 
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How many hours do they work ?—From 8 in the morning 
till 7 at night in the establishment ; and then they take 
cases home in which to put the tobacco. Some time 
ago Muratti put a lot of girls to learn to make cigars. He got 
some from Greece and some from Germany. Although I 
have been all over the Continent, I have never seen a 
place with such a rule as at Muratti’s. They feel in all the 
workers’ pockets to see if they are stealing any cigarettes. 
Even the female workers are searched, and there is not 
another place in England where they do it. 
Then the girls have now gone back to work at the old 
prices, and they are still getting 3d. per thousand less for the 
same work as that done by men cigarette makers P—Yes. 


THE MYSTERIOUS: DISAPPEARANCE OF 
RICHARD PIGOTT. 


WHEN the court opened on Tuesday morning the crush of 
spectators was greater than ever. Mrs. Gladstone, with Lord 
Aberdeen as her escort, was amongst the more distinguished 
spectators Great, however, was the surprise of the court 
when, at the commencement of the proceedings, Richard 
Pigott failed to respond to his name. “ Well, where is the 
witness?” asked Sir James Hannen. And then the Attorney- 
General meekly confessed to his disappearance. This 
brought up Sir Charles Russell in fine form, as he demanded 
the issue of a warrant, and stated that he intended to have 
the whole matter probed to the bottom. “For,” said he, “ we 
deliberately charge, my Lord, that behind Pigott and Hous- 
ton there has been a most foul conspiracy.” Then came 
the confessions and corrected confessions of the said Richard 
Pigott. Subsequently, Mr. Parnell, accompanied by Mr. 
Lewis and others, walked down to [ow Street Police Court, 
to obtain the issue of further warrants for the arrest of Pigott 
on the charge of perjury and forgery. 

At the opening of the court on Wednesday there was still 
no Richard Pigott, but the first confession which he had 
made was put in and read. Then the Attorney-General rose 
to announce. that his clients asked permission to withdraw 
from the consideration of the Commission the genuineness of 
the letters. He said: “Although it is possible any expression 
of regret which may accompany this statement may be again 
misinterpreted, I do say those for whom I appear desire me 
to express sincere regret that these letters were published, 
and no doubt the feelings most truly felt will, at the proper 
time, be further and more fully expressed by themselves.” 

Sir Charles Russell (who spoke in very quiet tones) said 
he was sorry his learned friend should have alluded merely 
to the letters. He had hoped he would have made an even 
stronger statement at this juncture, but whatever his learned 
friend was instructed to say, or whatever course his clients 
might take, would in no jot or tittle alter the course of his 
clients. They would not only themselves go into the box at 
the proper time, but they would also ask their lordships’ 
assistance, so far as that assistance can be properly extended 
to them, to see whether it is true that this Mr. Houston, the 
alleged journalist, and secretary to the Loyal and Patriotic 
League, embarked on this adventure on his own account and 
responsibility only. It was now admitted that these letters 
were clearly forgeries. “I may remind your Lordships,” added 
Sir C. Russell, “that there is one man particularly whose 
sufferings in this matter can hardly be conceived, and which 
are difficult to describe—a man who holds an important 
public position and who has suffered unmerited wrong under 
this grievous accusation. I ask that he may, with all speed, 
be relieved from this gross and unfounded imputation. 
(Murmurs of applause.)” 

Mr. Parnell then went into the witness box and swore to 
the fact that all the incriminating letters were forgeries. The 
Attorney-General declined to cross-examine him. After a 
brief sitting of three-quarters of an hour the court adjourned 
until Friday morning, to enable the authorities and all con- 
cerned to prosecute their search for Richard Pigott. (We 
would venture to suggest to the officials at Scotland Yard 
that a few dark lanterns might, with advantage, be employed 
in the neighbourhood of Printing House Square) 

Pigott has now made three confessions of his guilt in as 
many days—namely, one to Mr. Labouchere on Saturday, 
one to Mr. Shannon on Sunday, in which he contradicted 
that of Saturday, and another dating from Paris on Tuesday. 

We feel it unnecessary to place before our readers the full 
details of all the proceedings in the law courts this week, 
which they must surely have read for themselves in the 
columns of the daily press. 


FROM THE LADIES’ GALLERY. 


Tue Birdcage has had its spring cleaning, and for the last 
week it has been tenanted by many lady politicians, not a 
few of them well-known habitues during former sessions 
of Parliament. I may, however, take leave to doubt 
when the oldest among them has witnessed the opening 
of a session likely to be so memorable as the present one. 
Of the Queen’s Speech I need say but little. On the present 
occasion it counts for even less than usual. To the condition 
of Ireland it gave a coleur de rose; to the two hundred 
and fifty millions of our fellow-subjects in India it omitted 
all reference whatsoever. 

In coming down to the House on Thursday last Mr. 
Gladstone, as was not unnatural, had a magnificent reception. 
During the time that he criticised the terms. of Her 
Majesty’s gracious speech Mrs. Gladstone looked proudly 
down upon him from the altitude of the “cage.” Among 
the Bills for which leave to introduce was applied may be 
mentioned our old friend Mr. Woodall’s Women’s Suffrage 
Bill, the same and yet different, and Dr. Hunter's Bill to 
“ Assimilate the Law of Divorce in England and Scotland, 
and to amend the same”; and a measure, for which Sir 
John Lubbock is responsible, “to enable local employers to 
establish weekly half-holidays in shops.” It was not until 
the end of these notices was reached that Mr. Balfour 
entered the House, and was greeted with loud cries of 
“Pigott! Pigott! Pigott!” ; 

On Friday, Mr. Parnell,. whose rising was the signal of 
loud cheers from the Opposition, called attention to the infa- 
mous treatment accorded to Mr. Carew. Mr. Balfour replied 
in a speech which can only be stigmatised as peculiarly and 
studiously offensive. Monday saw the commencement of the 
great battle royal, when Mr. John Morley moved his amend- 
ment, to be addressed to the Crown, in one of the finest 
speeches he has ever delivered. Mr. Morley asked the House 
to condemn the Irish policy of the Government, on the 
ground that it was “harsh, oppressive, and unjust.” Previous 
to Mr. Morley’s rising, the House had treated the Attorney- 
General to rounds of mocking cheers, mingled with more cries 
of “Pigott! Pigott!” When the hon. and learned gentleman 
rose to move for leave to introduce two Bills, one to amend 
the law of evidence in criminal cases, the other to prevent 
the disclosure of official documents and _ information, 
the appositeness to the position of the Government in 
relation to the Zimes and the Parnell Commission was 
obvious. In the meantime Mr. Chamberlain had occupied 
a position of marked and painful isolation on the front bench, 
where he found himself the solitary representative of the fast 
diminishing party calling themselves Liberal Unionists, com- 
prising only renegade Radicals and antediluvian Whigs. 
There were some fine passages in Mr. Morley’s impeachment, 
and he concluded by solemnly alluding to the part that the 
Government had taken with regard to the Zémes and the Irish 
members, and warned them that a dissolution was speedily 
approaching. Mr. Balfour followed Mr. Morley. _He was, 
however, unable to sustain to the full the demeanour of con- 
témptuous indifference which it is his delight to affect. He 
gave distinct symptoms of nervous anxiety in his efforts to 
stir up commotion by his personal allusions. On his asserting 
that no prisoner had been exempted from the humiliation of 
hair-clipping “except on a doctor's certificate,” Mr. Dillon 
produced a roar of laughter by rising in his place and gravely 
asking the nature of the disease which prevented his hair 
being cut. Mr. Balfour answered tartly that his recollection 
of the hon. gentleman’s diseases was not very complete, but 
he had read a great deal about them. The Liberals broke 
forth into cries of “ Oh, oh!” which swelled into unmistakable 
groans, and even hisses, and this remarkable display of indig- 
nation quickly had the effect of reducing Mr. Balfour to an 
apologetic posture. He concluded by affecting to despise 
the thought that a general election would result in a verdict 
adverse to his policy. On Tuesday a series of questions were 
put to Mr. Balfour regarding the treatment of Mr. Carew, 
and the Home Secretary was severely heckled as to what steps 
he was taking to secure the arrest of Richard Pigott. In 


the debate which ensued, Mr. Dillon delivered one of the — 
finest impeachments which has ever been formulated againgt ~ 


the present Chief Secretary for Ireland. Not once or twice, 
but again and again, did the hon. member convict Mr. Balfour 
of gross inaccuracy in his statements regarding Mr. O’Bri 


ih, 


method of gratifying his personal animosity against'a 


and stigmatised his treatment as “an inconceivable, 1 
opponent. Mr. Gladstone was to speak on Thursday oli 


pean | 
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March 2, 1889. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


THE PROPOSED WOMEN’S DEPUTATION TO 
IRELAND. 


Zo the Editor of the Women's Gasette. 


Sir,—The extract from my note to you in regard to the 
proposed deputation to Ireland does not fully express my 
mind. May I, therefore, explain myself at greater length? A 
re of Englishwomen which should move about 
I in a solid body seems to me unwise. Its members 
would see nothing of the internal condition of the country, 
and would consequently learn nothing, and they would be a 
severe tax upon the hospitality of the Irish people, as the 
hotels are inadequate for their accommodation. Rather 
than see that plan carried out, I should prefer a women’s 
meeting, to be held in Dublin—in Easter week, say. But 
such a meeting should, if held, be under the auspices of the 
Federation, and should be arranged with courage and dis- 
cretion. There should be a grave, frank acceptance of the 
wisdom and necessity of the ‘ Plan of Campaign,” and a 
whole-hearted support of the Irish leaders. It would be very 
costly, and I am by no means sure it would be possible. What 
I meant to say was, that if possible I should prefer it to the 
plan you proposed. 

During the last week events have taken place which lead 
me to hope that by the end of April our energies may be 
needed nearer home. It is not improbable that the moment 
for a women’s meeting in Dublin has gone by. But the 
Executive of the Federation are, it seems to me, the persons 
who can best judge of this, and the persons who can most 
suitably organise such a meeting if it is held at all. 

That small groups of Englishwomen should go over and 
see ‘for themselves what coercion means, is undeniably 
desirable at all times.—Yours truly, S. A. ByLEs. 

Bradford, 22nd February. 


To the Editor of the Women's Gazette. 


Peverel House, Nottingham, Feb. 23rd. 

Sir,—I shall be glad to help in any way I can on a 
committee for the deputation to Ireland scheme. 

I should have sent in my name before, but waited to send 
along with it the opinions of the associations to which I 
belong, viz., Chesterfield, Castle Ward (Nottingham) and 
Newthorpe (Notts.) It is the opinion of the Castle Ward 
Association, as expressed at their monthly meeting on the 
2oth—and, so far as I have at present been able to gather, 
it is also the opinion of the other two associations—that Mrs. 
W. P. Byles’s suggestion is worthy of our best support. 

Such a deputation—including working women as well as 
cultured and clever women—we believe would be the best 
means of bringing the sympathies of the two countries more 
in touch, spreading a more practical sympathy throughout 
the men and women of England, and upholding the hope, 
courage, and patience which has been so admirably displayed 
by the people of Ireland. ; ae 

In your issue of the 16th, you say you believe hithert 
there has been no attempt to send elected representatives, 
and no attempt to bring the Women’s Liberal Associations, 
as such, in direct and personal contact with the Irish people. 
I must take slight exception to this statement, for although I 
was certainly only self-elected when I visited Ireland on the 
occasion of John Dillon’s trial, yet the two associations sent 
through me, their president, a message of sympathy and a 
promise of future help, which I had the honour of placing 
in that brave and respected patriot’s hand, when he stood in 
the Court House at Dundalk. The associations have also 
had a letter of personal thanks from John Dillon, for their 
action since his release. They have also, as an association, 
forwarded two large bales of clothing for the evicted women 
and children on the Ponsonby Estate. I merely mention 
this thinking it will interest your readers. 

With regard to the organisation of the proposed deputation, 
I strongly advocate each association managing Its own 
expenses, and sending (according to the number appointed) 
such delegates as they may choose, whether subscribed for 
er independent of any subscription. Let no earnest sym- 
pathising worker be kept back. Her earnestness, her 
sympathy, her desire to do good, will bring about that good 
in some way, if not by the eloquence of her tongue, surely 
by the sympathy in her heart—I am, dear sir, faithfully 

yours, AnnieE M. B. BaYLey. 


To the Editor of the Women's Gasette. 


Lisburn, Merton Road, Southsea, 
February 24th, 188y. 
Sir,—At our committee meeting, held last Friday, a 
resolution was passed in favour of the proposition to send a 
deputation of working women to Ireland. 
think it would be a wise thing to try for if well carried 
out. Weill help in any way we can to bring the scheme to 
a successful issue.—Yours faithfully, 
M. K. Warp, Hon. Sec. 


Zo the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. 


; 101, Banbury Road, Oxford, February 25th. 
Sir,—In reply to your letter of the rsth Feb., the ex- 
ecutive committee desire me to say that the resources at our 
disposal are so limited we are unable to give any substantial 
help to the proposed deputation to Ireland ; but at the same 
time we desire to assure you of the sympathy of this associa- 
tion with the object you have in view.—Yours truly, 

E. M. Massiz, Hon. Sec., Oxford W. L. A. 


To the Edttor of the Women's Gasette. 


Sir,—Having well considered the idea of a deputation of 
ladies going over to Ireland, I have come to this conclusion, 
that if the whole power of the Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion was directed against the Coercion Bill of Ireland, and those 
who administer it, and all were to work here, by getting up 
monster petitions, and in other ways legitimately—never resting 
until the present Government is unseated—we should be 
doing a great deal more practical good than by sending a 
deputation of our best and bravest women to Ireland. The 
misery and hardship the poor Irish people have to endure is 
so very well known that there is little left for us to learn on 
that score. Free speech is forbidden. For Englishwomen 
to address public meetings on the same lines as John Dillon 
and William O’Brien would be like holding out a red flag to 
an infuriated bull.’ It might lead to anarchy and bloudshed. 
Our most useful women would very likely share the same fate 
as Mr. O’Brien—have their hair cut short, be forced into 
prison clothes, and pine away for six months in an Irish gaol ; 
whereas if they continued to fight the good fight here, the 
money such a mission would cost might be spent to much 
more advantage, and we should have our brave generals to 
lead us on to battle. We know what the Irish people 
suffer, and they are well aware that a great portion of the 
English people sympathise with them. Let us, then, concen- 
trate our thoughts on the present Government, and devise the 
best means .of getting rid of it, bearing in mind that “ dis- 
cretion is the better part of valour.” 

A VoIcE FROM LIVERPOOL. 


To the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. 


Kidderminster Women’s Liberal Asseciation. 
February 23rd, 1889. 
Sir,—Your proposal of an Englishwoman’s deputation to 
Ireland, suggested in your issue of February 16th, has the 
cordial approval of the committee of our association.—I beg 
to remain, sit, yours truly, M. T. Wiuis, Hon. Sec. 


Zo the Editor of the Women’s Gazette. 


Dowches, Kelvedon, February 26th, 1889. 

Sir,—A meeting of the committee of the Kelvedon 
Women’s Liberal Association was held yesterday, when a 
resolution was passed expressing approval of the proposed 
visit to Ireland of members of the different Women’s Liberal 
Associations, and that in their opinion it would be best for 
each association to send a delegate, who should, where 
practicable, pay her own expenses. My niece, the secretary 
of our association, was appointed our delegate. I think the 
visit should be carried out by all means. Let our women 
see for themselves the working of an Act which would have 
disgraced the advanced age which was blessed by Judge 
Jeffries and the liberty-loving Stuarts. —Yours faithfully, 

HARRIET YOUNGMAN. 

Mrs. Costelloe, president of the Westminster Women's 
Liberal Association, sends us the following resolution, which 
was passed at a committee meeting on Tuesday: ‘That the 
Executive of the Westminster Women’s Liberal Association 
heartily approves the suggestion in the Women’s Gasette that 
a deputation of Englishwomen, consisting of representatives 
from the different Women’s Liberal Associations, should be 
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sent to Ireland, and, furthermore, that they suggest to the 
committee about to be formed the advisability of sending 
one member at least from each association, in order to make 
the deputation as representative and imposing a body as 
possible, and that if a common expense fund is decided 
upon, those delegates whose expenses are paid should be 
expected to address meetings of Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tions on their return. Mrs. Harrington Wright, the hon. 
sec., and another member of the Executive to be appointed, 
will be glad to act upon the committee to be formed.” 


MR. GLADSTONE. 


[FROM A CORRESPONDENT AT AMALFI] 


To say that Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone have been in a place 
is equivalent to saying that they have won hearts! But what 
may be more like news to you is that he is so much better 
for what he considers his holiday. What a hard-worked rest 
his is! His ordinary exercise is something formidable to men 
little more than half his age. The “climb” to his hotel, 
which is perched above the town, taxes ordinary people, but 
Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone mounted up cheerfully daily, treating 
the steep stairways as a mere incident in their walk. One 
wet day, when Mr. Gladstone said he must go down to the 
municipality because he had appointed to return official visits, 
a gentleman suggested that many people used a sort of sedan 
chair for the descent. ‘‘ That,” said Mr. Gladstone emphati- 
cally, “I will not do.” So he walked down, through the wind 
and driving rain—walked, too, about the town, and duly 
climbed home again! For excursions on these precipitous 
hills, traversed only by indescribably rough mule tracks, 
most people use donkeys. ‘Mr. Gladstone,” said someone 
who has known him long, “ will never do that!” and, indeed, 
he did not need to condescend to donkey-back, being happily 
able to make his excursions on foot! He made and received 
Italian visits—I mean talked in their language to the local 
big men when they waited on him and when he returned 
their visits, and made a fluent Italian speech to a serenading 
crowd, and was as full of business and pleasure as he well 
could he, yet as gracious to everybody as if the idlest of 
men, with nothing to do but to be kind! It was touching to 
see how Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone appreciated every little 
thoughtful attention they met with; and there were always 
Italians near them, delighting to do them honour. , 

The following extracts from private letters from Naples 
have been communicated to us :— 

Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone continue to hold our whole hearts ; 
they are the most lovable pair, apart from all other sources 
of interest, I ever met. It is an immense privilege to live 
alongside them and their example. . . Mr. Gladstone 
is immensely struck by the moral and material advance of 
Naples. After a visit to the Museum, Mr. 
Gladstone enjoyed the bronzes and marbles with his 
accustomed zest. He came home, intoxicated, as he says, 
with delight. He is always bright and keeping our 
table alive with unfailing spirits. | Backgammon in the 
evening is a success, and even in backgammon he shows his 
invariable high spirits. After rather an eventful 
expedition, Mrs. Gladstone is wonderfully cheerful and 
plucky. Mr. Gladstone was in splendid spirits, and cut 
jokes over his bread and butter in his best style. He is far 
ahead of us all in life and animation. » « « Mr 
Gladstone is in capital health and spirits, and he and Mrs. 
Gladstone have the genius of spreading their peaceful family 
life over everyone and everything about them—indeed, it is 
due to them that our family life is soothed rather than 
strained by their presence. Mr. Gladstone simply 
takes an interest in everything, talks equally on the most 
trivial trite matters of daily life; he never seems to keep a 
reserve force for occasions, and Mrs. Gladstone says she can 
never remember his being bored. Mr. Gladstone enjoys 
Mr. Rendel’s company so much; it Is quite touching how 
he likes to have him with him whenever he goes out. . . . 
Mr. Gladstone is always ready to talk, and is keen about and 
interested. in every subject under the sun. It seems as if 
there is nothing he has ever been told that he has forgotten. 

: The more we know the Gladstones the more we 
like, nay, love them. } : ; 

The meeting for Welsh mothers in London, which Mrs. 
Stuart Rendel conducts every week at Whitehall Gardens, 
was honoured’ one Monday afternoon by Mrs. Gladstone, 
who graciously accepted a basket of flowers, which the 
mothers presented to her as she was leaving in order to 
visit the London Hospital, which she does regularly when 
in town. 
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WHAT. WOMEN, ARE DOING. 


Mrs. Henry Wylde has’ just completed a dramatic 
version of her new novel “Severed Ties,” which will be 
shortly performed for the purposes of copyright. The novel 
will be issued on March 12th. 1 ed ea paces 

Lady Gordon Cathcart’s drawing-room at No. 6, Here- 
ford Gardens, was on Saturday afternoon the scene of the 
first of a series of musical entertainments in aid of the poor 


| of the West End of London. _, 


Mrs. Alicroft, of Iancaster Gate, has placed her home 
for March the gth, when a 
musical drawing room meeting’ will be. held there to promote 
the West-end Mission. 


Mrs. Deland, authoress of “John Ward,.Preacher,” is 
suffering from the want of a sound international copyright 
law. Her book having first appeared in America is not 
hte gh oe and Messrs. Warne and Co., and 

essts. an and Co. are engaged in a dispute as to the 
right of pubichine a home edition. *. sarthien 

Miss F. J. Mason, Principal of the Chaffee-Noble School 
in Dorset Street, Manchester Square, gave a ly-attended 
“at home” last week. The object of the institution is the 
thorough training, in all branches and for both sexes, of those 
who desire to make the stage a profession. 


The Countess von Bothmer has two books “on the 
stocks,” one of which is nearly completed. a 


Madame Novikoff has returned to S*. Petersburg an 
enthusiastic believer in Home Rule for Ireland. 

Mrs. Cuninghame Graham, in her article on “ Art 
and Commercialism,” in the magazine Zo-Day, argues that if 
everyone had to minister to his own wants, then tions 
of human beings labouring to minister to the wants of-one 
would be an impossibility. . Pa 

Mrs. Malden will contribute the next addition to the 
“Eminent Women” series of books. The subject chosen is 
‘* Jane Austen.” fe 

Miss Muller held a drawing-room meeting on Wednes- 
day in favour of national arbitration, which was presided 


over by Mr. W, B. McLaren, M.P. 


The Baroness Burdett-Ooutts is making the little 
dog-Tobies-of-Punch-and-Judy shows a special object of 
solicitude. 

_ Mrs. Frances Jeune gave a reception on Saturday even- 

ing, at which were present prominent persons in politics, 
society, diplomacy, the ‘drama, art, literature, science, and 
journalism. 

Miss Flavin, a young Liverpool lady, is on her way to 
Father Damien’s leper colony in Molokai. She has gone 
through a special course of hospital training, and has studied 
the horrible malady for the last two years. 


Mrs. Griffith Llewellyn, sister of General Sir Francis 
Grenfell, has presented a cheque for £5,000 to the Swansea 
oe the new wing of which was the gift of her late 
husband. 


Mrs. Gladstone was amongst the ladies present at the 
Parnell Commission Inquiry on Tuesday, when it was 
announced that Mr. Pigott had disappeared. - 

‘Mrs. Humphrey Ward, in an article on “Sin and 
Unbelief,” in the North American Review, states that for the 
future it will be best for her to confine herself mainly to the 
type of writing which has already won her a hearing. 

Mrs. Temple presided on Saturday at the opening of a 
new home for inebriate women, organised under the auspices 
of the Women’s Branch of the Church of England Temper- 
ance Society. ‘The home is situated ten miles north of 
London. 


Miss Amide E. Holden, daughter of Mr. Angus Holden, 
of Bradford, has received an honorary ‘membership: of the 
Naples Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a gold medal, 
with crown and ribbon of the first-class, in recognition of 
the generosity she has shown in singing ly in the 
cause of charity and benevolence. wa y 

Mrs. Ashton Dilke has just addressed a public meeting 
at West Ham in support of the candidature of Mrs. E} 
Roberts and the Rev. Father Ring, in connection with’ 
local school board election. Mrs. H. Labouchere and 
A. Thompson are president ard secretary of the 
respectively 
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TO OUR READERS. 


We are glad, to be able to announce : that arrangements have 
now. been made with Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son for the 
sale of the Women's Gasette at the bookstalls of the principal 
raikway stations. Any complaints should: be sent: to us. 
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LONDON, SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 1889. 


Tue ‘babble has burst! Mr. Smith and his friend Mr. 
Walter, Mr. Walter and his friend Mr. Pigott, with all the 
intermediaries employed in one of the fonlest conspiracies 
which has ever been brought to light, are, to-day, the subjects 
of the contemptuous and indignant derision of the civilised 
world, These are no ordinary times in which we live. It 
is no epdinery.administration at whose mercy the’ lives of the 
Itish poeple—not, thank God! the existence of their 
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nationality—have been placed during the last two or three 
years) Six months ago it seemed as though the /as/ 
desperate effort of the Government to crush the never-dying 
spirit of Irish nationality was to be made in an attempt to 
prove, in conjunction with the Zimes newspaper, that the 
chosen leaders of the Irish people were the avowed 
accomplices of assassins. It was to this enterprise—to this 
outrage, rather let us say—that the Government lent them- 
selves when they forced through the Special Commission 
Bill of 1888. Dead to all sense of the decencies of public 


‘| life, there was nothing for these gentlemen, save, in the 


words of the old proverb, to “give them rope enough!” 

It was only a few days before his arrest at Manchester 
that Mr. William O’Brien publicly declared that if Mr. 
Pamell could be proved to be the author of the forged letters 
not a man amongst the Irish members would ever so much 
as lift his head again in public life. It is doubtful if even 
the majority of Tories, at any time, conscientiously believed 
Mr. Parnell to be the author of the letters. What answer, 
however, have the members of the Tory Government, the 
occupants. of Tory seats in the House of Commons, the Tory 
candidates for constituciences—what answer have these 
gentlemen to make now? What reparation have they to offer 
for the libels and the calumnies, the falsehoods and the 
slanders, in which, for years, they have traded, without let or 
hindrance ? 


It seems an opportune moment to point out that it is 
upon such men as Pigott that Mr. Balfour generally depends 
for the oficial information upon which he bases those flouts 
and gibes and sneers with which he daily mocks the Irish 
members of Parliament and insults the dignity of the 
House of Commons. We are not going to shed any cro- 
codile’s tears over the fall of Zhe Zimes newspaper. Zhe 
Times newspaper does not fall alone. The Government 
which has made common cause with it:falls with it Itisa 
lasting disgrace to English journalism that an organ which 
at one time—amongst a certain class—enjoyed a high reputa- 


tion: should have prostituted its mission to serve the base 


ends of a common felon and an impecunious but well- 
practised forger. Greater disgrace is, however, to be found 
in the fact that the Administration, whose morality is no 
better than that of Zhe Zimes, still holds —though but loosely 
—in its guilty hands the reins of the government of the 
country. Are we to be told in the face of this, one of the 
greatest crises in our country’s history, that it is “ of no con- 
cern to women”? Are women, forsooth, to be forbidden 
the right to assert their passionate resentment of the 
diabolical plot that has been exposed during the last few 
days? er shall we be asked to believe that the limit o 
women’s interest in national life and in national righteous- 
ness is reached when she so far sacrifices her dignity as to 
don the clasp of the Primrose League, and daintily clap her 
hands at the forcible stripping of Mr, O’Brien? We refuse 
to believe either in the indifference or in the ignorance of 
women to the present acute crisis in our public affairs. We 
call upon them, one and all, to have the courage of their 
convictions, and do their part to secure reparation for the 
injured, and the removal of a foul blot from the fair fame of 
the country of which they are the mothers and of whose 
chivalry they are the custodians. The duty of the hour is 
to secure the verdict of the country upon the conduct of 
forgers and their accomplices, and to consign to infamy the 
memory of a Government which has so far prostituted its 
high functions. 
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For some time og we have urged the Central 
National Committee for Women’s Suffrage to take some 
steps to make it clear to their supporters that in any 
legislation they promoted they would not make marriage a 
ban upon the rights of ci ip, but would stand or fall 
upon the simple plea for “equality before the law.” We 
heartily ee the committee apon having “taken the 
plunge.” Not only is this principle to be affirmed at the 
public meeting the society is to hold on March 21, but it has 
already been incorporated in Mr. Woodall’s Bill. We regret 
‘that the hon. member was not more fortunate at the ballot- 
box in securing a good day for its introduction. As the 
matter now stands, however, it affords Lord Salisbury an 
excellent ity of intervening to secure facilities for the 
passing of the Bill But will he, after all, be so very anxious 
to act up to the lavish pretensions he expressed for the delec- 
tation of the Edinburgh Primrose Dames, or will the exigences 
of the suffrage movement, like much else, be found to be 
dependent upon the caprice of —Mr. Richard Pigott ? 
as 

There was a significant incident at a Liberal meeting at 
Blackpool held last week, at the Prince’s Theatre. "The 
audience was asked to join in the chorus of a song, which 
his been denounced by the Unionists as revolutionary and 
republican—“ God Save Ireland.” We won't stop to analyse 
the exact point at which the treason in a prayer of this sort 
begins and ends. On the occasion in question the audience 
took it up with great spirit, and it produced an effect which 
brought tears to the eyes of the author, Mr. T. D. Sullivan, 
who happened to be on the platform. Unionists will be 
surprised to learn that the meeting was brought to a conclu- 


sion with the singing of “ God Save the Queen,” the rendering. 


of which was not one whit less enthusiastic than had been 
that of “ God Save Ireland.” The moral is obvious. Mana- 
gers of public meetings who have hitherto been a little timid 
as to introducing the accustomed version of “God Save the 
Queen,” for fear it should be hissed, will do well to take the 
hint. “God Save Ireland” will do much to popularise 
“God Save Our Gracious Queen.” 
as 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, following in the footsteps of his 
distinguished father, thinks that he will be successful in 
wooing the constituents of the Border Burghs, even if he 
cannot induce Scotland as a whole to repose confidence in 
the virtues of his disinterested patriotism. At a recent meet- 
ing at Galashiels, held to promote the candidature of Mr. 

amberlain, junior, the president of the Conservative 
association took the chair, and he was supported by the 
chairman of the Loyal Habitation of the Primrose League. 
(May we infer that there are Primrose Habitations which are 
disloyal ?) 

Whilst we all naturally regret that the speaker of the 
evening should have been interrupted in the course of his 
remarks, the audience seems to have gained much thereby, 
from the point of humour. Said Mr. Austen Chamberlain, 
alluding to the Crimes Act, ‘‘ He was sorry it was called coer- 
cion.” (A Voice : “‘ That’s what your faither called it.”) Again, 
‘‘What,” asked this distinguished son of a distinguished 
man, “what has the Liberal Government done on this 
question when in power?” (A Voice: “ But your faither was 
in it!” (Great laughter.) The speaker concluded: “ He 
desired, however, to qualify all his pledges with the remark 
that he would not, under any conceivable circumstances, 
vote for anything which would place a Home Rule Govern- 
ment in power.” After this our readers will not be surprised 
to learn that “the meeting, which was one of the liveliest 
held in Galashiels for many years, broke up with cheers for 
the Grand Old Man.” 

*® 

The first contested by-election, after the return of the 
present Parliament, was.that at Burnley, when, on the death 
of Mr. Peter Rylands, the seat—until then a Unionist 
stronghold—was captured for the Liberal party by Mr. John 
Slagg. Scarcely two years have passed, and the seat is again 
vacant, unhappily through the ill-health of Mr. Slagg; and 
the Unionist party, afraid to put a candidate in the field, 
have actually allowed the Liberal candidate a walk over. 
The only. chance the Tories had of success was based upon 
the fact that the Liberal candidate has the misfortune, to bear 
the name of,Balfour. In all other respects he.is a model 
candidate, 


A peivate, letter from Tralee the other day stated that in 
the interval between his appearance there and his arrival at 
Clonmel from Manchester, Mr. William O’Brien’s weight 
had gone down from rrst. to gst. r11b 


* 
* @ 


We are glad to notice that the movement for extending 
the organisation known as the Teachers’ Guild of Great 
Britain and Ireland proceeds apace. At the invitation of 


. Miss Buss, a meeting is to be held on Friday, March 8th, 


at the North London Collegiate School for Girls, to inaugu- 
rate the third Metropolitan section of the: Union. The new 
section will comprise the districts of St. Pancras, Holborn, 
and Highgate. ; 


a @# 

At the Somerset Assizes, the other day, a wretched-looking 
young woman named Jane Westcott, was tried for the murder 
of her infant, a boy eleven months old. Her husband (save 
the mark!) was a drunken ratcatcher, who spent what he 
earned upon himself and his ferrets, in addition to which he 


appropriated a greater part of the scanty earnings which his wife 
brought from the factory at which she work This lord of 


creation urged the poor woman to drown herself. 
wonder she didn’t, The more motherly instincts, however, 
which induced her to hold on. to life herself, impelled her to 
put an end to the miseries of her offspring, which she care- 
fully wrapped in her ulster and placed ina pond. To their 
credit, be it said, the jury returned a verdict of “ Not 
guilty.” But the brute who swore to “love, honour, and 
cherish” her, and who is said to be still drinking- beer, still 
enjoys, under the law which it is Lord Selborne’s delight to 
ee the right of disposing of the fate of Jane Wescott 
is wife. 


*& 

The presence of a gunboat off the coast of Donegal and 
the re-arrest of Father Stephens, upon the miserable pretext 
of inciting tenants not to pay their rents, give further indi- 
cations of the desire of the Government to goad. the 
Donegalese into deeds of desperation. It is also rumoured 
that the Government is preparing for another eviction 
campaign upon an extensive-scale. 


* 
* + 


Whilst our attention is occupied with the treatment of 
political prisoners in Ireland, the condition of the prisons in 
Cape Colony should not be allowed to escape comment. 
The Commissioners appointed to inquire into these establish- 
ments in 1887 have now made their report. It is no 
exaggeration to say that these 450 pages are sickening in 
cena ute! recom They tell of how native 
prisoners are literally to rot to. death in damp cells. 
At Kimberley, female prisoners. awaiting trial, female lunatics, 
and women suffering from all kinds of diseases, are herded 
together in the same yard. Here is an extract: “In this 
very contracted space was a lunatic whose noise kept the 
prisoners awake all night ; and even a European female child 
who was born in that yard four years ago, and has never left 
it, was, during the visit of the Committee, in actual contact 
with a black woman suffering from a terrible disease.” 
We regret that the other details are of a nature such as it is 
impossible for us here to reproduce. We do, however, feel 
it our duty to call the attention of our readers to the subject, 
and trust they will use their influence with their representa- 
tives in Parliament to ensure that questions be addressed to 
the Under-Secretary for the Colonies in the House of Com- 


mons upon the subject. P 


+ & 

The honorary secretaries of the United Women’s Liberal 
Associations for the extension of the franchise to women, 
Miss Priestman and Miss Mary Estlin, write to us as follows, 
from 9, Durdham Park, Clifton: “On behalf of the United 
Women’s Liberal Associations for the Extension of the Fran- 
chise to Women, we beg to draw the attention of your many 
readers to a Bill for the Amendment of the Representation of 
the People about to be introduced into Parliament by 
Walter McLaren, Esq., M.P., through which women would - 
be enfranchised without any infringement of the principle of 
representation. We respectfully urge that associations, who 
are not united with us, but who yet recognise the value of politi- 
cal freedom, to send up petitions to the House of Commofis 
from their associations, and letters from individuals to their 
M.P.’s asking for to Mr. McLaren’s Bill. © 


support 
further information will be gladly supplied on application 
either of us.” | nis See 


ee: | 
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Women’s Liberal Associations. 


The Ashton-under-Lyne W.L.A. has just issued its second 
annual report. In looking over the record of the year’s 
work we notice an excursion to Hawarden on Sept. 25th last. 
For the kindness shown to them on that occasion the com- 
mittee return their sincere thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone. 
Thanks to the help of the women workers, the Liberals 


during the year have gained a seat on the Town Council. -| - 


The report concludes: “Your committee take this oppor- 
tunity of again drawing special attention to the fact that the 
work of this-association is, in the first place, educational, its 
primary object being to arouse an intelligent interest among 
the women of the borough upon all questions—moral, social, 
and political—and to enlist their sympathies in the cause of 
Liberalism.” The statement of accounts is very satisfactory, 
showing a balance in hand of £21. The members have just 
voted the sum of £2 2s. to the fund for defending Lady 
Sandhurst’s seat on the London County Council. 


* 
* & 


It is worth noting that the efforts to extend the Unionist 
organisation at Oxford—to which we have previously called 
attention—have at length resulted in a “ Ladies’” as dis- 
tinguished from a “ Women’s” Liberal Unionist Association. 
Evidently, “Joseph Chamberlain, Gentleman,” has some 
feeble imitators at Oxford. 7 

: * 

The Wolverhampton Evening Express devotes a leading 
article to the highly-successful demonstration—which we 
report elsewhere—held under the auspices of the W.L.A. It 
is well worth while for every local secretary to “cultivate ” 
the local press, and by determined hard work secure similar 
recognition. 

os 

The Wansbeck and Morpeth W.L.A. is now in course of 
organisation. The president is Lady Trevelyan, and the 
hon. sec. Miss Nicholson, Greystoke, Morpeth. 

Pan 

The Hornsey W.L.A. has arranged for the delivery of a 
course of six lectures on “Irish History,” by Miss L. E. 
Haigh, at the Lecture Hall, Crouch End, on successive 
Friday afternoons, commencing March 1st, at four o’clock. 
The first lecture will be open free to all. Tickets for the 
course at 5s. are transferable. 

Pr 

Referring to the series of lectures on “The Land Question” 

which Miss Orme has just concluded in connection with the 
local W.L.A., the Oxford Chronicle says: “‘ No more conclu- 
sive refutation of the old notion of woman’s inferiority to 
man could be given than the lectures which Miss Eliza Orme, 
LL.B, is now delivering in Oxford. Her last lecture was a 
lucid analysis of the main points of Mr. Gladstone’s great 
Irish Land Act of 1881. It was said at the time the Act 
was passed that only Mr. Gladstone himself and Sir Horace 
Davey understood it thoroughly. Her audience, which is 
generally composed of about 150 attentive women and men, 
will certainly think that Miss Orme must now be added to 
the number of its successful interpreters. Her lectures will 
do more, we suspect, to advance the Irish cause than many 
violent political speeches, for, without in the least obtruding 
politics on the attention of the audience. They give a vivid 
picture of the legal wrongs which the Irish peasant has 
suffered at the hands of well-meaning but ignorant English 
Parliaments.” 


“Another example of the position which women can achieve 
for themselves in the mental sphere is Dr. Kate Mitchell, 
who is just now engaged in delivering a series of highly 
interesting and valuable physiological lectures in Oxford. 
The lectures are well attended and greatly appreciated.” 


* 
* & 


The Spalding W.L.A. have been looking forward to the 
rst of March as a red-letter day in their existence, that being 
the date fixed for their joint anniversary with the local 
Liberal club. Mrs. Scatcherd has been secured as principal 
‘speaker. a 

*& & 

As will be seen from the reports we publish, the Bristol 
W.L.A. have just concluded a most successful series of meet- 
ings on the Irish question, which have been addressed by 
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the Rev. Joseph Ellis, late Vicar of Wilsden, Yorks. The 
women of Bristol are to be congratulated upon the aggressive 
character of their work. Fe 
* & 
We hope to give, next week, an account of the highly. 
successful bazaar just held at Kettering, under the auspices 
of the new but energetic W.L.A. : 


PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


_ ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE. 

On Thursday evening, February 21st, a lecture, under the 
auspices of the above association, was delivered in the 
Baptist Schools, upon “Ireland,” by Mr. Richard P. Ward, of 
the National Reform Union. The chair was occupied by A. 
Park, Esq. Mr. Ward, in the course of a most interesting 
and instructive address, said that English statesmen had 
found the Irish question one of the most difficult things they 
had to deal with. English statesmen seemed to have con- 
sidered that the best way to keep Ireland quiet was to keep 
Ireland poor and dependent ; they seemed to have con- 
sidered that Ireland existed not for her own sake, but for the 
good of England, and, therefore, it had been the policy of 
our statesmen in the past to refuse all concessions, to refuse 
to redress all grievances, until they dreaded revolutions. 
There were two methods by which it was sought to bring 
about a better state of things in Ireland. Lord Salisbury 
advocated 20 years of firm government, along with emigra- 
tion. The lecturer proceeded to point out the objections to 
this scheme, and gave statistics to show that in spite of all the 
money which was spent on the police force, on the military 
force, &c., in order to make Ireland better, yet pauperism was 


“increasing, population decreasing, and there was a greater 


amount of emigration from it than from any other country. 
There was another method, which was that Ireland should no 
longer continue to be governed by English ideas, but according 
to the sentiments of her own people. This was the plan pro- 
posed by Mr. Gladstone. Lord Salisbury once said: “ Men 
can manage that which concerns their own imthediate daily 
life, which concerns their own locality, far better than those 
at a distance can manage them; and even if they do not 
manage them better, they manage them in a manner more 
suitable to their own tastes, and they submit to whatever 
inconveniences are necessary with a much better grace.” If 
Lord Salisbury were a thorough Home Ruler, he could not 
say anything better than that. The lecturer concluded by 
pointing out the great advantages to Ireland, and also to 
England, which would follow from Home Rule. The 
meeting was brought to a close with the usual votes of 
thanks. 


BRISTOL. 


By the kind invitation of Mrs. M. Daniell, a meeting in 
connection with this association was held on Tuesday after- 
noon, the 19th Feb., at 28, Hampton Park, Clifton. Mrs. 
A. Tanner, a vice-president of the association, occupied the 
chair, and there was a numerous attendance. Letters 
expressing regret at being unable to be present were read 
from Mrs. S. N. Price, Mrs. Grenfell, and Mr. J. H. Vincent. 
Mrs. Tanner, in reference to Ireland, said that it was the 
duty of all to oppose evil, and protested against a policy 
which trampled on the most sacred. national instincts, and 
goaded a nation at the point of the bayonet. There was no 
Divine right for tyrannical law. She proceeded to urge the 
claims of the Bristol Women’s Liberal Association, believing 
that the well-being of all women was, to a great extent, 
affected by laws. An impressive address was then delivered 
by the Rev. Joseph Ellis, late vicar of Wilsden, Yorkshire, 
the subject being ‘“‘Three short visits to freland.” The 
meeting listened with much interest to the account of his 
experiences, which included meetings in support of the 
tenants of Lord Clanricarde and at Kanturk, the latter of 
which was one of a number of meetings held for the purpose 
of disproving Mr. Balfour’s assertion that the National 
League had come to an end in Ireland. “An unsuccessful 
attempt was made by the police to prevent the meeting 
taking place, but owing to the persistency of Mr. T. Healy 
and others, it was eventually held in a field in the pouring 
rain, with two or three thousand people present, and reports 
sent to the press. The plan of campaign Mr. Ellis defined 
as aplan by which tenants combined to offer a fair rent 
where they could not go into the law courts. Where 
necessary, the plan was one to be defended, though the 


@ 
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necessity was to be regretted. It had brought several land- 
lords to their senses, and benefitted thousands of tenants. 
During one of his visits Mr. Ellis dined with Mr. Wm. 
O’Brien, and he spoke of him as being particularly gentle, 
and full of love for Ireland and all who love Ireland. He 
said Mr. O’Brien seemed to be the incarnation of seven 
centuries of English interference in Ireland. The following 
resolution was proposed by Mrs. M. Daniell, seconded by 
Mrs. J. H. Perry, and carried with enthusiasm :— 

“That this meeting condemns the policy of the Government in 
Ireland, believing that the suppression of public meetings, and of 
reports of them in the is opposed to constitutional liberty. It 
also protests 5 Ee e treatment to which political prisoners are 
subjected, and desires an immediate appeal from a Parliament, which 


at the last elect:on received no mandate for coercion, to the nation 
at large.” 


A petition to the House of Commons for the a nine of 
the Crimes Act, 1887, to be signed by the president on 
behalf of the meeting, was proposed from the chair, seconded 
by the Rev. J. Temperley Grey, and adopted. A short 
discussion followed. A hearty vote of thanks to Mrs. 
Daniell, Mrs. Tanner, and the Rev. J. Ellis was moved by 
Miss Estlin, and seconded by Mrs. Stone. At the close of 
the meeting, copies of the national protest against the treat- 
ment of Irish political prisoners were taken by some of those 
present to obtain signatures. 
* 

— 
On Thursday afternoon, February 21st, a drawing-room 
meeting was held at Redland Hall, in connection with the 
Bristol Women’s Liberal Association. The Rev. Dr. Tres- 
trail presided, and there was a large attendance of ladies. 


The Ohairman said that the time had gone by for ever when it 
was thought improper for ladies to take a prominent part in politics, 
and now they were taking, as he believed, a very proper and active 
share in matters that concerned the well-being of the country, In 
conclusion, the Chairman strongly denounced Mr. Balfour's adminis- 
tration of the coercion law, and said that his conduct was intolerable, 
ungentlemanly, and uncalled-for. (Applause,) 

The Rev. Jos. Ellis (late vicar of Wilsden, Yorkshire) then 
addressed the meeting. To a large extent, he said, he based his 
remarks upon Mr. Shaw-Lefevre’s excellent work upon incidents of 
Irish coercion, and what he had himself seen and heard. Having dealt 
at some length with the grievances of Irish tenants, the speaker said 
he believed that the diminution of outrage in Ireland was chiefly 
owing to the Irish people having become convinced that the majority 
of the English were in sympathy with the Irish, and would as soon 
as possible, when a general election took ‘place, do all in their 
power to remedy matters. 

Miss Ve: moved: “ That this meeting strongly condemns the 
coercive policy of the Government, and deeply sympathises with Mr. 
O'Brien, Mr. Harrington, Father McFadden, and other political 

tisoners in their sufferings on behalf of their country ; and further, 
pare that petitions be sent to Parliament, signed by the chairman 
on behalf of the meeting, praying that the Crimes Act of 1887 be 
immediately repzaled.” 

Miss seconded the resolution, and quoted an abstract from 
a letter from an indignant Conservative which had appeared in the 
Daily News against the actions of Mr. Balfour. There was, she 
thought, a great want of sympathy with the Irish poopie, and if they 
would only properly sympathise with the condition of Ireland, there 
would be much less hard treatment of that country, 

The resolution was unanimously carried. Votes of thanks to the 
Misses Venning and to the Rev. d Ellis, proposed by Miss Born and 
seconded by Mrs, Daniell, closed ine proceedings, 


A crowded meeting under “the auspices of the North 
Branch was held at Lisnagarney, Chesterfield Road, on 
Wednesday evening week, by the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. 
Swann, to hear an address by the Rev. J. Ellis, late vicar of 
Wilsden, Yorks, on “ The gains of oppression in Donegal.” 
Mr. Lewis Waterman presided, and in the course of his 
remarks referred to the support which Mr. Fry had given to 
the coercive policy towards Ireland. The Rev. Joseph Ellis 
then delivered his address. Mr. Isaac Thomas;moved the 
following resolution :— 

“That this meeting strongly condemns the action of the dis- 
sentient Liberals in their support of a cruel coercive policy towards 
Ireland, which is not only opposed to the best and highest interests 
of our country, but contrary to the pledges given by them, and by 
which they won their seats in 1886.” 

Mr. John Cameron seconded the resolution, and it was 
carried unanimously. Miss Phelps recited, with much feel- 
ing, “William O’Brien,” written by Miss H. Harvey, of 
Waterford. Miss Priestman moved a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Waterman for presiding, and to the Rev. J. Ellis for his in- 
teresting lecture. Mr. Prestidge seconded, and it was 
carried with acclamation. A vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. 


Swann concluded the meeting. 
* 


& & 
The monthly meeting of the St. Paul’s branch of the 
Liberal Operatives! Association was held at the Liberal Club, 


Brunswick Square, on the a1st Feb. Mr..W. Baker presided, 
and there were also present Messrs. A. Hall, H. W. Capper 
srecretary}, J. Boyd, G. Luxton, J. Henshaw, W. Davies, T. 

omas, J. J. Marsh, F. Freeman, D. Cooper, F. Snow, W. 
Vosper, Mrs. Swann, and Miss A. Priestman. The Chair- 
man remarked that there was no doubt that in the end 
Liberals would succeed in putting an end to the policy of 
coercion under which Ireland had been so long governed. 
The Rev. Joseph Ellis then delivered an address, in the 
course of which he showed how the district of Donegal had 
been improved by tenants, and as the land improved owing 
to the labour and expenditure of the tenant, rent had been 
raised until it was impossible to pay it. The following re- 
solution was proposed by Mr. W. Davies, seconded by Mr. 
J. Boyd, and supported by Mr. T. Thomas :— 

“That this meeting condemns in the stro manner the brutal 
administration of the Crimes Act, and cularly enters its em- 
phatic protest against the cruel and unjust sentences recently 
on Messrs. W. O’Brien and i and begs to express its 
most hearty sympathy with them.” 

The resolution was carried, and on the proposition of Mr. 
A. Hall, seconded by Mr. J. Henshaw, thanks were voted to 
the lecturer. 
* 
* # : 

On Saturday afternoon, February 23rd, at the invitation 
of Mrs. Grenfell, a drawing-room meeting of the members of 
the Bristol Women’s Liberal Association was held at 26, 
College Road, Clifton, for the purpose of hearing an address 
from the Rev. Joseph Ellis. Dr. Ralph presided. 

The Rey. Joseph Ellis addressed the meeting on “ Irish History,” 
and described at length the striking parallel between ‘the case of 
Canada 50 years ago and that of Ireland to-day. 


Mrs. Perry then moved: “That this meeting protests against the 
pests of trial by jury, of the right of combination, of free speech, 
and of a free press in Ireland, and earnestly desires that the constitu- 
tional de: of the Irish people for Home Rule, should be speedily 
See’ If Ireland were given back her Parliament, it would be a 

tter one than she had ever had before, and the unity of the Empire 
would not be impaired. 

Miss Colby seconded the resolution, which was carried unani- 
mously, 


BRADFORD. 


The fortnightly meeting was held in the Mechanics’ 
Institute on Monday, February 25th. The hon, secretary 
announced the final arrangements for the meeting on March 
5th. She urged members to help in obtaining signatures to 
the national protest, and referred with satisfaction to the fact 
that a new Women’s Liberal Association had been formed at 
North Brierley, as a branch of the Bradford Association. Miss 
Hanson then gave an address on the “ Irish Land Question.” 
She gave a brief history of the introduction into Ireland of 
the English system of holding land, compared the positions 
of the English farmer and the Irish cottier, and dwelt on the 
evils suffered by the latter. She also referred briefly to the 
Parliamentary history of the Irish land question. A vote of 
thanks was passed at the close of the address. 


BRIDLINGTON. 


A very large meeting, under the auspices of this associa- 
tion, has been held in the Temperance Hall to hear a lecture 
from Miss Balgarnie, late of Scarborough. The subject, 
‘Should women have the vote?” was dealt with in a most 
exhaustive and comprehensive manner, and forcible argu- 
ments brought forward in support of women’s suffrage. Coun- 
cillor Pool, who occupied the chair, moved a resolution 
favouring women’s franchise on the same conditions as it is 
granted to men, and it was carried. The Rev. R. Wyatt, 
Mr. W. O. Jarrett, jun., and Councillor Sutcliffe each 
addressed the meeting, dealing mainly with the Irish question, 
and a resolution expressing solemn disapproval of the sentences 
passed upon the Irish political leaders was unanimously 
passed, 


CHELSEA. 


Under the auspices of the Women’s Committee of the 
Chelsea Liberal Association, a public meeting has been held 
in the Town Hall, King’s Road, to protest against the 
present coercion in Ireland. Miss Monck presided, 
There was a large audience. Amongst those on the 
platform were Lady Stevenson, Miss Orme, LL.B., Mrs. 
Matthey, Mrs. Beaver, Mrs. Williams, Mrs. —— 
(ward secretaries), Miss Abraham, Lord Monkswell, 


————— 
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J. Ellis, M.P., Mr. T. P. Gill, M.P., Mr, W. Red- 
mond, M.P., Mr. F. W. Procter, Mr. W. Aineas Smith, 
L.C.C., and Mr. W. Pennack. Letters of Se for unavoid- 
able absence were read from Earl Spencer, Marquis of Ripon, 
Lord Edmund Fitzmaurice, Sir W. Phillimore, Mr. T. P. 
O’Connor, Rev. Preben Eyton, Rev. G. Gent, Mr. J. 
Barker, and Mr. Oscar Wilde. 


Miss 


oRrortet 

eir difficulties in their own way? As 
Liberals. they | upon ; take the lead in 
Liberal progress again a8 they di of yore, and not return, as their 
representative in 


plank bed, and prison fare for 
at the sweet will of: Mr. Balfour. 
Lord M ved 


0 mo testing against the 
vindictive treatment of 


ro 
Mr. W. O'Brien, MP. and other political 
prisoners in Irish gaols, condemning the savage policy of coercion, 
and earnestly requesting the Government to abandon their present 
licy, or to submit the issue to the judgment of the constituencies 
by the dissolution of Parliament. He maintained that the action of 
r. Balfour—(groans)—rendered every political prisoner ten times 
more determined to continue the agitation against the Government. 
He asked them what they would think if Mr. John Morley, who 
resided them, was run in by policemen and taken rea 
magistrate who did not know the law, and treated as a common 
criminal. . 
Mr. John Ellis, M,P., seco 
to have a lady in the chair supported »Y a peer of the 
an English and an Irish member of Parliament, (Cheers.) In the 
course of his speech the hon, member maintained that the most 
lawless thing in Ireland at the present day is the administration of 


the law. ; 

Mr. Gill, M.P., who was most cordially received, described him- 
self as one of Mr. Balfour’s criminal class, and declared that their 
reception of him, and similar r ions which he had received 
in England, was the best answer to Mr, Balfour's policy. 

Mr. W. nd, M.P., who was received with loud cheers, 
also supported the resolution in an eloquent speech, in which he 
graphically described the features of what he called “ the reign of 
terror in Ireland.” 

The resolution was carried unanimausly. 

Miss Orme moved a vote of thanks to Miss Monck, Lord Monks- 
well, and the other speakers. 
ontiteent Enees Smith seconded the resolution, and the pro- 

edings shortly afterwards terminated. 


———a 


CROYDON. 


A West Ward drawing-room meeting was held on the 26th 
Feb., at the house of Mrs. A. D. Snow, when Councillor 
Dobson gave an address”on “Local Option.” After setting 
forth in eloquent terms the need for and justice of ‘ Local 
Option,” Mr. Dobson pointed out the special fitness of women 
for urging on the measure, and reminded his hearers that by 
taking an intelligent and active part in municipal and county 
council elections, they would be laying an important 
foundation for future action. In the discussion which 
followed, Mrs. Grimwade (president of the association), Mrs. 
and Miss Grover, Mrs. Wright, Mrs. Alderson, and others 
took part, and the proceedings closed with a vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Snow and Mr. Dobson. Miss Aubrey, West Ward 
president, presided. During the afternoon, specimen copies 
of the Women’s Gasette were circulated. 


HAUGHTON GREEN. 


_A correspondent writes :—The above association is in a 
flourishing condition. Last week we held our usual montbly 
party (February zoth). The entertainment consisted of songs, 
readings, and recitations, Mrs. Oldham (president) addressed 
the meeting. The following resolution was passed: “That the 
members of the Haughton Green Women’s Liberal Association 
indignantly protest against the action of the present Govern- 
ment with regard to political prisoners in Ireland, and 
especially condemn the heartless and cruel treatment to Mr. 
William O’Brien, M.P.” 


, considered it a happy au : 
m y 


—— 


HORNSEY. 


A large and enthusiastic meeting, under the auspices of 
the Hornsey Women’s Liberal and Hornsey Liberal 
Associations, was held in the Mount View Lecture Hall on 
February yoth: The chair was taken by J. Carvell Williams, 

S es were delivered by Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc., Mrs. 


Braimbridge (vice-president of Hornsey Women’s Liberal 
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Association), Messrs. Baptie, H. R. Williams, and Clough, 
Rev. J. Carbin and others. Resolutions condemning the 
coercive policy of the Government, and protesting against 
the brutal treatment of Mr. O’Brien and other Irish political 
prisoners, were carried by an overwhelming majority. A 
course of six lectures on “ Irish History ” will be delivered 
by Miss Haigh on Friday afternoon at four o'clock, from 
March rst to April stb, in the Lecture Hall, Crouch End. 


HULL AND EAST RIDING. 

On Tuesday, Feb. roth, at the Sculcoates Liberal Club, 
Mr, J. Crake of Hall, prve a lecture, entitled “Free Trade 
and Fair Trade.” Mr. Lawton, chairman of the club, 
presided over a well-attended meeting of members. The 
Chairman briefly introduced Mr. Crake, who, in commencing 
his lecture, pointed out that Fair Trade, or Protection, was 
now a plank in the Tory platform. The controversy on the 
subject was easily summed up. Free trade meant simply 
economy—economy of capital, of labour, and of human 
energy; and Fair Trade meant waste—that capital, and 
labour, and energy misdirected and misapplied. Protection 
favoured monopolies, but they were told that the Free Trade 
policy was one which was disastrous to the commerce of the 
country. In answer to this, the lecturer said England now 
maintained a larger population—-and not only that, but main- 
tained it in greater comfort than formerly. (Applause.) 
Free Trade advocates denied that Protection was beneficial 
to the community at large. Under the system of Free Trade 
our foreign trade was more than equal to that of any other 
two nations put together, and, with the exception of France 
and Germany, was equal to three or four. The lecturer 
contended that the arguments of the opponents of Free 
Trade were fallacious, and, after dealing with the objections 
to taxing the food of the people, he gave statistics in sypport 
of his views. At the conelusion of the meeting, a very 
hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer was proposed by Mrs. 
Graham, seconded by Mrs. Thorpe, and supported by 
Messrs. Kirby and. Moorby, and Mrs. Saunderson. 


—— 


HYDE. 


On Wednesday, February 20th, under the auspices of the 
Hyde Women’s Liberal Association, the Editor of the 
Women's Gasette delivered a lecture at the Assembly Rooms, 
entitled “Mitchelstown and Mandeville.” Mr. Charles 
Hibbert, J.P., presided, and introduced the lecturer after an 
able speech. At the conclusion of the lecture, which was 
enthusiastically received, Councillor Marshall proposed the 
appended resolution :— 

“That this meeting desires to protest, in the strongest manner, 

against the Coercion Act now in force in Ir as tyrannical in its 
spirit, unjust in its application, and calculated to produce only 
exasperation in the fn of the Irish people.” 
Mr. Isaac Stainthorpe seconded, and said that we could not 
protest too strongly. The time would be when they went to 
the poll—(hear, hear)—and he hoped they would do then as 
they had done at Govan and Perthshire. (Applause.) The 
resolution was carried unanimously. The Rev. J. K. Smith, 
in proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, said the Liberal 
party disgraced themselves at the last election, but he 
believed that if a general election came to-morrow the 
Tories would be cleared from office. (Hear, hear.) Mrs. 
Moss seconded. She was convinced that when the election 
came there would be a turn in the tide, and then righteous- 
ness would be dealt out to the Irish people, and English and 
Irish laws would be equal. The lecturer replied, and moved 
a vote of thanks to the chairman. After this had been 
seconded by Mr. D. Smith, and Mr. Hibbert had thanked 
them for the compliment, the proceedings concluded. 


ILKESTON. 
LECTURE ON “IRELAND AND THE IRISH.” 


On Monday evening, Mrs. J. B. Slack, of Ilkeston, gave an 
interesting address on “ Ireland and the Irish,” in the South 
Street Schoolroom, Ilkeston, to a large and appreciative 
audience. The lecture was given in connection with the 
Hkeston Women’s Liberal Association, and was illustrated 
with the oxy-hydrogen lantern by Mr. J. Scattergood. The 
chair was taken by the Mayoress (Mrs. Wade), who was 
supported by Mrs. F. aie Mrs. Merry, Miss Drant (hon. 
sec. of the association), and Mrs. Wm. Tatham. In the 
audience were the Mayor (Alderman Wade), Mr. J. B. Slack, 
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Alderman W. Tatham,. the Rev. W. H. Beekin, Mr. and 
Mts. A. Clarke, Mrs. Linzs, Mrs. G. Haslam, Mrs. Walter 
Tatham, &c. The Mayoress, in opening the meeting, 
alluded to the pleasure she and the Mayor had experienced 
in once visiting Ireland, and she hoped they would be able 
to go again. (Applause) Before Mrs. Slack commenced 
with her lecture, dhe portraits of Sir W. Foster, M:P. for the 
division, and of the Mayor of Ilkeston, and the three county 
councillors for Ilkeston (Alderman Wade, Mr. J. B. Slack, 
and Alderman Tatham), were thrown on the screen, ahd 
received with much applause. 


Mrs. Slack said that the more le knew of the actual facts of 

Irish history, and her social condition, the more ardent Home Rulers 
would they Leciomhe: At this present crisis neither justice nor mercy 
was in the government of that paar country. She 
vindicated the attitude taken up by the women of England in pro- 
testing against the barbarities yao under the guise of “law 
and order ” in the sister isle, and in taking an interest in trying to 
mould with their sof influence the polities of ‘the day. Pictures 
of Kilmainham and ore affo the lecturer material for 
dwelling on the attitude and character of the Irish patriots who had 
been imprisoned in their walls, Before the Act of Union Ireland 
had a House of Peers and a House of Commons—now it had neither ; 
then it had a considerable foreign trade, now it had scarcely any; 
then it had 5,920 registered merchants in Dablin, now there were 
only 3,000 ; then there were 19 su rre now there were none ; 
then there were 100 woollen sherceatite, now there were none ; then 
there were looms at Carrick-on-Suir and 7,000 manufacturers, 
now there were seven. So miuch for the beneficent working of the 
Act of Union as commetce. The cruelty and heartiess- 
ness of Irish eviction scenes were graphically described by Mrs. Slac' 
and the portraits of the ped ipal members of Parliament for Irelan 
were loudly cheered. Mrs, Slack dwelt at some length on the bru- 
tality practised on Mr, William O'Brien, the first and she hoped the 
last victim of the Coercion Act, and urged the women of Ilkeston to 
strive to be in the forefront of the battle in demanding justice for 
their suffering fellow-subjects in Ireland. She moved the following 
resolution: ‘That this public meeting, under the auspices of the 
Ilkeston Women’s Liberal Association, emphatically protests against 
the merciless, barbarous, and vindictive treatment to which Mr. 
William O’Brien and other political prisoners have been subject in 
Ireland.” (Cheers.)—Miss Brant seconded the resolution in an 
effective speech, and it was carried with acclamation, Mrs, F. 
Sudbury (the ex-Mayoress) moved a vote of thanks to Mrs, Slack for 
her eloquent address, Dr. Tobin seconding, and the Rev. W. H. 
Beekin supporting. The vote was cordially adopted, after which Mrs. 
Lings moved a ‘vote of thanks to the Mayoress for presiding, and to 
Mr. Scattergood, which was seconded by Mrs. G, H and 
adopted. The meeting closed with singing “‘ God save the Queen.” 


IPSWICH. 


Two of a series of ward tea meetings were held on 
February 13th and r4th, at the assembly room of the 
Byrom Club. There was a large attendance on both 
occasions, and the members thoroughly enjoyed the social 
character of the excellent repast provided. After tea 
short addresses were given by Lord John Hervey, Canon 
Bulstrode, and others. Various friends supplied a much 
appreciated programme of instrumental music, songs, and 
recitations. 


NOTTINGHAM. 


On Monday, February 25th, a public tea meeting, to in- 
augurate the o ning of the Forest and Sherwood Wards 
Branch of the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Association, was 
held at the, Congregational Chapel, Gregory Boulevard. 
Subsequently Mrs. Cowen (president of the association) 
delivered an illustrated lecture on “ Ireland,” the chair being 
taken by Mr. Jesse Hind (chairman of the West Nottingham 
Liberal Council). There were present, among others, Mrs. 
W. Allen (president of the branch), Mrs. F. J. Perry (treasurer), 
Mrs. Linforth and Mrs. Fearfield (hon. secretaries), Mrs W. 
H. Mallet, Mrs. W. H. Farmer, Mrs. Jessie Hind, and many 
others. 

The Chairman, in opening the proceedings, expressed the pleasure 
it afforded him to Lenya n that occasion. 

Mrs. Cowen said that sketch of Irish life and scenery was 
taken from the recollections of two journeys. One of these was made 
23 years ago, and the other during the last summer. The passage 
from Holyhead to Kingstown having been described, Dublin was 
illustrated by means of lantern slides, which were very effective, and 
which throughout the evening were constantly in requisition. It was 
observed, in reference to the Castle, a place constantly associated in 
their minds with English government in Ireland, that it was a gloom 
building, having little of the a of a castle about it, But it 
was built at about the ie ona of the 13th century as part of the 
defences of Dublin, and had been altered to suit modern requirements. 
It contained the Vice-Regal State apartments and official residences. 
Passing along the coast southwards, views were shown of Bray a 
the waterfall at Dargle Glen, Kilkenny,and many other scenes 
beauty and of interest. Mrs, Cowen, riety | with the north of 
Ireland, said that, travelling from Dublin, their first ee: place was 
the Giant’s Causeway. It was a long, tedious journey, an they were 
compelled to break it by staying one night in Belfast. This was the 
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second city in size and the first in commercial im 
ly known, the chief seat of 


points of interest also ilfustrated, as were some Itish eviction 
scenes ahd several most wretched d of the try.— 
The lecture was adm illustrated lime-light vi Vocal 
selections were charmingly by “The 


Lees, who sang 
“The River of Tears;” and by Miss 
Fearfield, who ee Ca Star of Bethlichem” and “ re 
Votes of thanks to rs. Cowen und the chairman 


** 
Casttzs Warp BRaNcH. 

The usual monthly meeting was held on Wednesday, zoth, 
and was well attended. Letters of thanks were from 
Mr. Bayley and from the Secretary of the London Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children. After some remarks by 
the President upon the position of affairs in Ireland, the 
following resolution was unanimously passed :-— . 

“ That ev as a tests. inst 
the present ‘eoareion policy of the Government Ree demertising 
treatment of Irish patriots and politi 
treatment to be unconstitutional, dangerous to the peace and 
of the United Kindgom, and degrading to the name of Christianity.” 
It was further resolved that copies of the resolution should 
be sent to Mr. O’Brien, and to Mr. Henry Smith Wright, 
M.P. At the end of the meeting, the national protest 
petition was signed. Business arising in connection with 
sending delegates to the London Federation meeting, on 
March 11th, having been arranged, Miss Manlove, of Buxton, 
gave a very detailed and admirable address upon the ‘present 
position of women with regard to the law. A hearty vote of 
thanks brought the meeting to its conclusion. 


OXFORD. 

On Saturday, the 23rd of February, the quarterly meeting 
of the “ Fifty” of the Oxford Women’s Liberal Association 
was held, and it was announced that Lady Aberdeen had 
consented to be present at the annual general meeting early 
in May. The meeting passed a resolution condemning ‘the 
policy of the Government towards Ireland, and made arrange- 
ments for obtaining signatures for the national protest. The . 
members then had the pleasute of listening to a most 
interesting narrative of a visit to Iretand from Miss Janet 
Case, who dwelt especially on what had struck her most as 
differing from the condition of things in England. Her 
accounts of the police and of the condition of the priests 
were especially useful as explanatory of some late events, 
while her description of the farms, care-takers, emergency- 
men, &c., helped to make all the clearer some points touched 
on in Miss Orme’s lectures. The whole address was felt by 
the audience to be a real addition to their knowledge, and 
consequently to their power of judging of Irish affairs. 


PLYMOUTH. 


A Protest AGAINST Mr. O’BRIEN’S TREATMENT. 

An indignation meeting, to protest against the Govern: 
ment’s treatment of Mr. O’Brien, M.P., was held on February 
13th, 1889, under the auspices of the Plymouth Women's 
Liberal Association, at the Bank Street Chambers. Mrs. W. 
Bray, presided, and among those present were Mesdames 
Anthony, Chapman, Clarke (secretary), Jackson (treasurer), 
and Miss S. F. Latimer. 


The Chairwoman said that this was the first meeting of their 
association when such important action had been contemplated as 
they were called upon that night, namely, condemning the policy of 
the Government in Ireland, It must not be supposed that they were 
there to uphold the violation of just laws—nay, women had a special 
interest in maintaining law and order. They, Srila Ny se 
thised with those of their race all the world over who might be 3 
ing from the tyranny of unjust laws, and how much more should 
their sympathies £0 out towards those of their own country, where 
their voices could be raised on their behalf? She hoped the meetin 
would be an interesting one, and that their members and friends 
would ex themselves truly if only in a few words. (Applause.) 
She also read a letter from Mrs. Wildlake expressing regret at 
being absent. 

Mrs. Jackson remarked that she was sure that they would be 
pleased to hear that the result of the bazaar exceeded their expecta- 
tions ; over {110 had been raised, It was very necessary that they 
should have the sinews of war in order to carry on the compeign 
against the so-called principles of “law and order” advocated by the 
dames of the Primrose League. In the event of a general election 
there would be many ways in which they could help.on the good 
cause and for which money would be required. They wanted all who 
could possibly join the association to do so, and she was sure that, 
fact that they had a Women’s Liberal Association would a 


the candidates who came forwatd to represent them. ai 
then proposed 


Mrs, Olarke the following resolution: ‘‘ That this 


—— 
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—— protests against the excesses and cruelties committed in the 
: ministration of the Coercion Act in Ireland, especially censuring 
=, vindictive and exasperating treatment of Mr. William O’Brien 
f Sead indignities perpretrated on the Irish representatives, It 
ae er demands the of the Coercion Act, which is a violation 

freedom of a nation and an outrage on the natural rights of its 
people, This association, conjointly with other Liberal Associations, 
calls upon the Liberals in all parts of the country to use phe les 
stitutional means to compel the Government to abandon de nitely 
the policy of coercion, or by a dissolution of Parliament to submit 
the issue to the judgment of the constituenci and it pledges itself 
by every legitimate means to maintain and further the demand.” 
She considered that the resolution was hardly so strong as she should 
like to have it. Mrs, Clarke then proceeded to read an extract from 
a speech of Mr. Chamberlain's in June, 1885, when he urged for an 
Irish administration of purely Irish affairs, Mr. Chamberlain had, since 
he had got into “society,” ignored the opinions he expressed in that 
= erry (Laughter.) She also read an extract from the Women's 

‘asette showing the pitiable condition of the tenants in Donegal, and 
also read a speech of Mr. Healy’s commenting on the treatment of 
Mr. O’Brien. 

Miss Latimer, in seconding the motion, remarked that the meet- 
ing was more representative than pom many who casually looked 
in the room would imagine. They had been so busy with their 
bazaar that they had not time to organise a meeting such as they 
would have desired. They had kept it a women’s meeting use 
the men had been very well represented at a meeting which had been 
held, and they wanted this to strictly a women’s protest against 
coercion and the Irish policy of the Government. Miss Latimer 
then proceeded to give extracts from a leaflet showing the barbarities 
to which Irish M.P.’s and Crimes Act prisoners had been subjected 
during the three years that the Government had been in office. 
Commenting upon them, she remarked that these men could not have 
kept up this struggle if they had not been strengthened and sustained 
by the interest of their women, With regard to Mr, O'Brien’s treat- 
ment, they must honestly think that there was a personal bitter feel- 
ing underlying Mr. Balfour's treatment of him, and there was 
vindictiveness lying very strongly at the back of this treatment. Miss 
Latimer, after describing the enthusiasm which the Leicestershire 
people showed for Mr. Dennis Kilbride, said that English Liberals 
claimed that it was their sympathy with the Irish that had stopped 
the dynamite and other violent measures in which oe were employed 
years ago. The speaker resumed her seat amid much applause, 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Chairwoman remarked that the meeting felt deeply indebted 
to Miss Latimer for the matter which she had put before them in her 
able speech. 

Miss Latimer moved a vote of thanks to the chairwoman, and 
it was carried unanimously. . 


PORTSMOUTH. 


The Portsmouth Women’s Liberal Association have 
d the following resolution : ‘That this association views 
with sorrow and indignation the cruel and vindictive conduct 
of Mr. Balfour and his supporters towards those brave 
Irishmen who dare to vindicate the rights of their fellow- 
countrymen.” 


SHILDON. 


At the meeting of the Shildon District Women’s Liberal 
Association, held in the above clubroom on Tuesday, r2th 
February, the following resolution was, on the motion of 
Mrs. Iby, unanimously adopted : “ That this meeting protests 
against the disgraceful conduct of Her Majesty’s Govern- 

° ment, in Ireland, towards Mr. O'Brien and other political 
prisoners, and is of opinion that nothing will satisfy the 
just demands of the Irish people but a measure of Home 
Rule for the management of their own affairs.” 


STALYBRIDGE AND DUKINFIELD. 


A very able lecture, in connection. with the Stalybridge 
and Dukinfield Women’s Liberal Association, was delivered 
last Thursday evening, February 21st, by the Rev. A. T. 
Guttery, of Hyde. The subject was ‘‘Peace and War.” 
The lecturer dwelt very forcibly upon the importance of 
settling disputes as much as possible by arbitration, and was 
listened to throughout with marked interest. Mrs. Summers 
presided, and votes of thanks were moved by Mrs. Rushly, 
J. F. Cheetham, Esq., and Councillors Thorpe and Hopwood. 
Many signatures were taken at the close of the meeting for 
the national protest, and the members of the committee are 
canvassing actively for names throughout the town. 


WHITBY. 

At the invitation of the Whitby Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, Miss Balgarnie (of London) gave an address, entitled 
“© Women as Citizens and Voters,” in the Temperance Hall, 
on Wednesday, February 13th. In spite of the very stormy 
weather there was & good attendance of both men and 
women, After an interesting account of the work done by 
women in the recent County Council elections in London, 
Miss Balgarnie earnestly appealed to those present who were 
householders to consider their responsibilities as citizens, 


and not to give a thoughtless vote either for County Council, 
School Board, or any other election. The lecturer also 
showed how needful the Parliamentary election was to 
women who wished to protect their own and their children’s 
interests. At the close of the address Miss Taylor moved 
and Mrs. Scott seconded that the following petition should 
be sent to the House of Commons: “ That, {n the opinion of 
this meeting, the Parliamentary franchise should be granted 
to women on the same conditions as it has been granted to 
men,” This resolution being put to the meeting by the 
Chairman, Mr. E. F. Sewell, it was carried unanimously. 
Mr. W. H. S. Pyman, in proposing a vote of thanks to Miss 
Balgarnie, spoke of the useful work the Women’s Liberal 
Association had already done in the town. Mr, J. Reid, 
secretary of the Men’s Liberal Association, who seconded 
the vote of thanks, referred to the time when he had felt to 
be almost alone in the town in his advocacy of the extension 
of the franchise to women. The proceedings terminated 
with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman. 
#s 

At a meeting of the committee, held on Wednesday, the 
z2oth of February, the following resolution, proposed by the 
president, Mrs. W. H. S. Pyman, seconded by Mrs. Scott 
and supported by Miss Taylor, was unanimously carried : 
“That this committee emphatically condemns the treatment 
of Mr. O’Brien and other political prisoners in Ireland, and 
is of opinion that all Liberals should use every constitutional 
means to express their indignation at the continued coercive 
policy of the present Government.” 


WINCHESTER. 

The Winchester Women’s Liberal Association held a 
meeting on Tuesday evening, February 11th, at the Corn 
Exchange, the Dean of Winchester presiding. Addresses 
were given by the Dean and the Rev. H. C, Dickins. A 
protest against coercion was signed by those present, and the 
following resolution, proposed by the Rev. H. C. Dickins and 


seconded by S. Frampton, Esq., was unanimously carried : 


“That this meeting desires to express its belief that 
differences in political opinion should never be treated as 
crimes, and that it deplores the way in which the ill-starred 
Coercion Act has been strained so as to subject members of 
Parliament and others to indignities on account of their 
conscientious and legitimate political opinions.” 


Reports of meetings at Sidcot, Chatham, and 
Croydon, arriving late, are unavoidably held 
over until next week. . 


We regret that reports of important meetings at 
Wolverhampton and York—which are in type—are, 
owing to the unprecedented demand on our space, 
unavoidably held over until next week. If the pre- 
sent activity continues we shall be compelled to 
appeal to our friends to enable us to double the size 
of the “ Gazette.” 


Forthcoming Meetings in connection with Women's 
Liberal Associations. 
Mar, 1. Trowbridge. Lady Sandhurst. 
» 1. Hornsey, Lecture Hall, Stroud Green. 
4 o'clock, 

4and 5. Bradford. The Earl and Countess of Aberdeen, — 

» 4. Chesterfield Division. uarterly meeting of the council. 

» 4 Hull, Gladstone Hall, : iss Hanson (Bradford), ‘“ The 
Irish Land Question.” ; 

» 6 Bow. Sconist Vestry Hall, Miss Orme, LL.B., Miss 
Cobden, L.C.C., Mrs. Cobden Sickert. : 

» 7» Nottinghamshire, Newthorpe Division. Tea and meeting. 

» 7 North Islington. 8 p.m. ‘Women’s Liberal Association, 
415, Holloway Road, N. Mrs, Bryant, D.Sc., in the 
chair, Lecture by Miss Orme, on “ Married Women's 


Miss Haigh, at 


Property, aes 

» 8 Glasgow. The Countess of Aberdeen at the Christian 
Institute, 70, Bothwell Street. 

» 9. Edinburgh, The Countess of Aberdeen, ; 

»» 11. Women’s Liberal Federation Protest Meeting. 
Hall. 8-30. 

» 12. Darlington, Annual Meeting. : 

» 12.8 p.m., Hampstead Vestry Hall. Miss Orme, “ Recent 
Vigit to Ireland.” Meeting arranged by H.R. Union 
ladies’ committee). : 

» 12, Ashton-under-Lyne. ture by Dr. Kate Mitchell, sub- 
ject, “ Why should women assist the temperance cause 

» 19. Nottingham, Castle Ward. Methodist Free Church School- 
room, Lenton Boulevard. Soirée. Mrs. J. B, Slack. 
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ORCHARD’S CURE ror DEAFNESS. 
Cafe and Harmiess. Has Cured Hundreds. 
“NOW I CAN HEAR THE BIRDS SING.” 
612.—Yorr * Cure for Deafness” has been worth a sovereign tu 
fp chem al aglemenipre po ny Bells ring when in bed, and now 

“ee "Tr. Bsaraeap, Marlborough, 
1s. 134 per Bottle, Free by Post for 14 Stamps, from 
EDWIN’ Jd. ORCHARD, CHEMIST, SALISBURY. 

ANY CHEMIST CAN PROCURE IT TO ORDEK. 


genuine PrRizsTLEY 
Goods.” ¢ 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS, PAMPHLETS, ACTS, THE BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


OFFICIAL REPORTS, &C., eee: 
The Report of the Proceedings of the Women’s 


on Liberal Federation at the Birmingham Confer- 
P. S. KING & SON, ence is NOW READY. © 


Parliamentary Booksellers, Applications for copies should be made to 


AND POLITICAL LITERATURE GENERALLY, OAN BS OBTAINED FROM 


Oanade Building, 5, King Street, Westninster Miss MacponELL, Secretary Women’s Liberal 
Federation, 23, Queen Annes Gate, S.W., and 
Associations can be supplied with Papers, Returns, Pemphicts, #e., on any special inquiries as to the Reports to Mrs. 


the variogs questions discussed by them. . e ; * 
___y wonruny ust snr on xncerer or appress—— | H. G. Rep, Warley Hall, Birmingham. 
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